CURR 452/543: Teaching for Learning II
Reflections on Teaching and Learning

This task is designed to support and deepen your capacity to help you modify instruction and meet the needs of diverse learners. In addition it will help you to reflect on your practices as a teacher.  Reflection involves both recognizing what you do well and why it is effective, so that you may do it again.  It also entails recognizing when your instructional choices do not have the impact you would like and why they were not effective.  In such cases, your job is to figure out how to approach things differently.

In 6-10 pages, report on the following

Part I:  Pick three students from one class
      One who is meeting learning expectations.  

Any of the following may describe this student:
· Student is quiet and compliant but you are not sure what she/he is learning.

· Student fulfills responsibilities and completes assignments but could be doing more. 

      One who is not meeting learning expectations.

Any of the following may describe this student:
· Student exhibits behavior problems, from disrupting class to being resistant.
· Student is completely disengaged.
· Student is struggling academically but works hard.
· Student is an English language learner and is struggling with linguistic challenges. 

· Student has some identified learning disabilities (could have an IEP).
     One who is exceeding learning expectations.

Any of the following may describe this student:
· Student is attentive and doing well.
· Student is doing well but bored. 

· Student who could benefit from more challenging work.
Rationale: (2-3 pages) (May be handed in separately)
Describe each student. Supply a rationale for your selection of these students and what each student’s strengths and needs are. Your rationale should include insights you have gleaned about their learning needs from both formal and informal assessments. You must describe the assessments on which you based your selections. What do these assessments tell you about the student’s cognitive, social-emotional, and linguistic needs?  Include a preliminary action plan: What interventions might you construct and implement to support each student’s learning needs? 

Part II: Implementation of action plan and data gathering on each of the students selected for 3 weeks. While you implement new approaches, gather data and pay attention to the following:

· Subject Matter: What modifications have you made to provide each student with better access to the subject matter? 
· Behavior/Attitudes of Students: How have you worked with these students to support behaviors and attitudes that are conducive to learning? 
· Instructional Strategies: What specific strategies did you implement with these students? 
Using the data about subject matter, behavior and instructional strategies reflect on the following: 

Part III:  Assessment of student growth

· Using the same types of formal and informal assessments you used initially, how has the student developed in the areas that you identified initially? 

· What accommodations/adaptations did you make to improve their learning? Note the successes and failures of what you and students do.

· How have they responded to the strategies you implemented and actions you took? Describe what student learning has occurred or not. 
Part IV: Implications for your teaching

· Reflect on alternatives to what you actually did. What might you have done differently? 
· What did you learn from close observation of these students that you will take with you into your life as a professional educator? 
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